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The purpose of this study is to figure out the morphologic property of tri-syllabic repetition words in
onomatopoeia. First, we have to check the existence of phonological homologous and repeated items in
the words to distinguish tri-syllabic repetition words from others. I compared the syllabic patterns of
the end syllables in tri-syllabic repetition words with those in dual-syllabic repetition words and found
that the tri-syllabic repetition words have more systematic syllabic patterns. The research for the
pattern of phonological alternation in tri-syllabic repetition words also shows that the tri-syllabic
repetition words have more diverse changes than the dual-syllabic repetition words due to their syllabic
length. Most of the tri-syllabic repetition words could be abbreviated into the dual-syllabic repetition
words, and there are many of patterns of abbreviation. Finally, I compared the patterns of derivatives
for the tri-syllabic repetition words with those for dual-syllabic repetition words as I noticed that there

are many derivatives in onomatopoeia.
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