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o . The Semantic Types of Pluractionality: External Pluractionals in Korean
Principal Research Subject
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This study inquires semantic properties of ‘pluractional’ phenomena, by focusing on two linguistic items
in Korean which are expected as external pluractional markers: (i) the reduplicative adverb pen-pen-i
‘time after time / time and time again’ and (i) the verbal complex with an auxiliary verb ssahta
‘cumulate’. For this purpose, this study sets up various semantic environments, examines their
pluractional behaviors, and then identifies semantic properties which distinguish each item from other
pluractionals.

The applicability of semantics presented by this study should be examined by applying it to
pluractional phenomena across languages with typological perspectives. The status of pluractional
types identified in Korean will be decided in comparison to other languages (e.g. Japanese and English):

cross-linguistic or language-specific.
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