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Iran: Languages and Scripts
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Iranian languages constitute one of the oldest branches of the Indo-European language family.
Therefore, a historical study of the different aspects of these languages is not only important for Iranian
linguistics in particular, but also important for Indo-European linguistics in general.

This research project is a life-long project for me. In the past three years, | did a research on Middle
Persian historical phonology whose outcome was published in the form of a book. This year | am going
to go into the details of the invention of writing in the Ancient Near East and the Iranian Plateau. I will
also study the gradual penetration of cuneiform writing into the Iranian Plateau. | will then discuss the
way cuneiform was used by the inhabitants of the Iranian Plateau, esp. the Elamites and the Persians.
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