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. . Dockers in Marseilles : the making of a modern mythology
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Following the research that | conducted last year, | will continue to pursue and develop the same theme. In the
end of the 19th century, in the port of Marseilles, the dockers have progressively replaced the workers of the
corporation of porters. From the beginning, the setting up of the new workers has created, in literature, visual arts
and social science studies some black legends : «migrant», «outcast», «unskilled», «alcoholic», «thief» or
«violent» workers. However, progressively, these legends have turned into a positive view : the dockers became
«avant-garde» of «antifascism», «pacifism», «anti-colonialism» and «unionisms». The purpose of this research is
to understand the process of this radical change in six decades.
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