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Text and images as media or forms for artistic expressions have a tensions between them that are 

emphasized when artists employ them in their works. Transubstantiation occurs either way, as when 

poets take inspiration from paintings and transform the visual into text, or when film makers consider 

fictive narratives as materials for films and changes texts into moving images. 

 

This paper takes a look at how two directors—Gerry de Leon and Eddie Romero—have 

transubstantiated, or translated the same text of the renowned novel Noli me tangere by Jose Rizal into 

film. Thus these versions of a popular and much consumed text certainly helped in the production of 

how the narrative as imagined by the author of a text, can permutate into visual icons. 

 

That is the concern of this paper, an analysis and interpretation of the visual products that are  

primarily translations from a source text.  
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